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New Leadership
We are pleased to announce our new Chair of the NOTL Fund Committee, Michael Berlis.
Michael is a well known face within the community as a business leader and champion for
philanthropy in NOTL. With a breadth of local knowledge, Michael brings both expertise
and passion to our committee and we are thrilled to welcome him to the team!
We would like to take a moment to thank outgoing Chair Wendy Cheropita. Wendy led the
activities of the NOTL Fund Committee with tremendous energy, passion, integrity,
collaboration and commitment to the community. We are truly grateful for her leadership
and although she is stepping down as Chair of the Committee, we are fortunate that she is
willing to stay on as a member of the group.
Read Mike's full bio below

Our Local NOTL Community Fund: what we do and what we did in 2019!
The NOTL Community Fund is a local community fund under the Niagara Community Foundation. Each year the returns
from our fund are invested back into our community to support local charities. This newsletter is one of the steps we are
taking to steward this relationship and give you the chance to remain informed about what is happening in our community
and the resources available through the Niagara Community Foundation to strengthen our efforts.
As a committee, our job is two fold:
1) we are motivated and here to listen to the unique needs of Niagara-on-the-Lake charities
2) we work to build relationships and encourage philanthropy among NOTL residents in hopes to grow our local fund. The
greater our pool of funds, the greater our impact in NOTL.
In 2019 over $65,000 was granted to fourteen NOTL charities thanks to the generosity of donor directed grants as
well as grants issued through NCF’s annual granting programs. We anticipate that this number will grow in 2020 as the
needs will be even greater. Please consider becoming a fund holder under the Niagara-on-the-Lake Fund, allowing greater
investment into our strong and vibrant community.
Charities Supported: Angels Rest Dog Rescue | Canadian Chamber Academy (Music Niagara) | Canadian Cancer Society|
Cultural Communications Group Inc. / Niagara Regional Native Centre | Kidsport Canada (Niagara Chapter) | Niagara
Historical Society - Museum | Niagara Pumphouse Visual Arts Centre | Niagara-on-the-Lake Community Palliative Care
Service | Niagara-on-the-Lake Public Library | Pathstone Foundation | Red Roof Retreat| Regional Niagara Upper Canada
Lodge (Regional Municipality of Niagara) | Shaw Festival Theatre Foundation, Canada Special Olympics Ontario - Niagaraon-the-Lake | St. Mark's Historic Properties Foundation, c/o St. Mark's Church | Upper Canada Lodge
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NOTL Fund Committee Members
Chair: Michael Berlis
Members: Nancy Bailey, Ann-Louise Branscombe, Wendy Cheropita, Patrick Darte, Mario Ferrara, Brianne Hawley, Debi
Pratt, Shawn Spiewak

Immediate Covid-19 Action Taken by Niagara Community Foundation
When the pandemic hit in mid-March the Niagara Community Foundation (NCF) was quick to respond with financial
support.

1. In early April, the Niagara-on-the-Lake Healthcare Community Fund contributed to a $270,000 investment from
NCF Fund holders to help purchase essential equipment, including ventilators and personal protective equipment for
the Niagara Health Foundation. This response was a combined investment from the David S. Howes Fund (the
Foundation’s largest fund) of $250,000, and a combined total of $20,000 from the NOTL Healthcare Community Fund and
Niagara Falls Healthcare Flow-through Fund.
2. Also in April, NCF issued an emergency Strategic Initiatives Grant of $25,000 in response to the United Way
Niagara’s COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund. This investment went directly into the hands of charitable organizations
offering food, shelter and basic necessities to Niagara’s most vulnerable.
3. In early May, NCF along with United Way Niagara and Red Cross Canada was chosen to be a flow-through agency for
the federal government’s Emergency Community Support Fund, investing close to $2 million into Niagara. NCF
has been accepting applications from charities looking for emergency funding to help keep their programs running and
meet growing demand for their services. With a streamlined review process, NCF has been ensuring charities are
receiving much needed funds, as quickly as possible.
Click here to read the full media releases for all these investements and more.

Impacts and Action of Covid-19

In a time of uncertainty, unprecedented changes and world-wide impacts, Niagara-on-the-lake has felt the effects of the
Covid-19, CoronaVirus pandemic. For some of us, there have been pleasant changes with quieter streets, a slower daily
pace and more time to focus on our homes and gardens, however for others in our community, the pandemic has had
significant negative impacts. Our charitable sector has been hit from both sides, with a growing need for service and also
by a significant decrease in donations with the cancellation of all fundraising events. Covid-19 has made a permanent mark
in our community and the effects of this pandemic will be felt for years and decades to come.
We remain committed to showing up for our community whenever possible and facilitating a connection between our
philanthropic members.

Check out our Annual Report
The Niagara Community Foundation has just released its 2019 Annual Report.
Please take a look at the online edition for updates on the impact the
Foundation has made in Niagara.

www.niagaracommunityfoundation.org
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Michael Berlis
-Bio-

After a career in the insurance industry, Mike Berlis had the
opportunity to sell his business in Ottawa, and he and his wife Ellen
moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake in 2005, transitioning to an early
retirement. Having travelled extensively from a young age, Mike had
developed an interest in wine and food. This led him to obtain a
Sommelier designation from Algonquin College, which he applied when
working on a part time basis at Inniskillin Winery. “I loved the opportunity to
meet both local and foreign visitors at the winery, and was always proud to showcase
what Niagara has to offer.”
During his seven years at Inniskillin, Mike and two other members of the team began to formulate
the idea of opening a craft brewery in the area. “Many other wine regions around the world had
breweries in their midst, but Niagara was lagging behind,” In 2012, Oast House Brewers opened to
great acclaim, starting a trend that continues today. While Mike is no longer involved in the
business, he still drinks and promotes Oast.
Along with wine and beer, Mike also enjoys food and cooking. He has been a long-standing member
of Les Marmitons, a men’s cooking group with chapters in Canada and the US. He is currently the
President of the Niagara Chapter, and has worked over the years with many of the local chefs in the
area.
Mike has successfully immersed himself into the community, and continues to enjoy all that it has to
offer. “I am honoured to be part of the NOTL Community Foundation, helping to improve the quality
of life through philanthropy.”

To find out more about the Niagara-on-the-lake Fund and Committee, please visit:
www.niagaracommunityfoundation.org/funds/community-funds/niagara-on-the-lake
or email Suzanne Veenstra, Community Fund & Foundation Associate at
suzanne.veenstra@niagaracommunityfoundation.org
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